U.S. Bisciaims Responsibility 
for Attacks on Ssviet Ships 
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Ry its notes of March 27 and of Maren 29, 
19600 the Minisiry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Union of Soviet Soctalist Republics presented 
protests by the Soviet Goverument against what 
it termed Ὁ *yourat lien attacks” on the Soviet mer- 
chant vessel “Tigov™ on Mareh 17 and the So- 
viel merehant vessel “Baka? during the night 
of March 26-27 near Cuba. The notes asserted 
that although che attacks were perpetrated by 
Caban  counter-revolutionary groups, the 
Tnited States Government encourages such 
netivities and bears full responsibility for them. 

The United Stares Government categorically 
rejects this charge. It wishes to remind the 
Government of the Union of Soviet Soctalist 
Republies that immediately after the recent at- 
nicks on Soviet merchant vessels an official 
spokesman stated that the United Srates Gov- 
emmment is strongly opposed to, and 13 in no 
way associated with, such attacks? This posi- 
tion was furthermore clearly set forth by Prest- 
dent Kennedy in his press conference of March 
91. The United States Government is taking 
every step necessary fo insure that such attacks 
are not launched, manned or equipped froin 
Cos. territory. 

In taking vigorous action fo prevent misuse 
of its terri cory. the Government of tie Unired 
“cafes trusts that the Government of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Repriblics will mot oisin- 


a 


. 


terpref such action as indiesting chiunere rn 
United States oppesition τὸ Soviet vnilitary ne 
volvement in Cuba. 


